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AAWE’s Got Talent: Claudine 

Tell us about your sewing atelier.
When I was a kid, I was always 
surrounded by sewing ma-
chines; my Grandma used to 
repair and mend clothes while 
my Great Aunt Marguerite was 
sewing clothes for my dolls. 
Both kept recycling fabric 
without having in mind this 
would become the fashion in 
the future. 

After I graduated and had 
to travel around the world for 
my job, there was no time for 
any sewing. When both my 
daughters were young, I loved 
to sew costumes for them. A 
friend, who had learnt sew-
ing at school, showed me the 
basics. At that time, I was using 
the Singer sewing machine from 
my Great Aunt Marguerite. My 
daughters had a plethora of 
costumes – fairy tale, Hal-
loween, bride. For my 40th 
birthday, I treated myself with a 
Bernina sewing machine, which 
I did not use much, as I was so 
busy with my job.

Then, health issues kept me 
away from my job. My sewing 
machine was my best friend 
again, and together, we made 

bags for everyone. As I could 
not go back to my previous 
working life, I decided I would 
open my atelier and give sewing 
lessons to children, teens, and 
adults.

How did you learn to sew?
At first I was self-taught. Then 
I went to classes in Paris. Not 
many women have two student 
cards at the age of 52! I at-
tended the GRETA Atelier de la 
Maille and Lycée Turquetil, spe-
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table, an ironing board, and all 
the necessary sewing supplies. 
It is very functional and has 
lots of daylight. I put my heart 
into my atelier, so I call it “my 
paradise”!

What makes your ateliers differ-
ent from the others?
First, I’ve worked all my life in 
English, and I just love it. This is, 
by the way, why I joined AAWE! 
I am convinced that, especially 
with young people, making 
them comfortable first with the 
English language, by interacting 
with them without any assess-
ment process, will help them 
in their future personal and 
professional lives.

I also just love innovation. 
This is why I am currently work-
ing with an Internet Of Things 

cialized in the fashion industry. 
I got on well with my teacher, 
who even came to my atelier 
and gave me private lessons. I 
also benefited from the entre-
preneurial classes organized by 
Communauté d’agglomération 
Paris-Saclay. This Essonne en-
tity even nominated me to their 
“concours d’idées à la création 
d’entreprise”. 

Where do  you offer your sewing 
classes?
I am very lucky because in 
my garden there already 
was a summer kitchen built 
by the former owners. My 
husband and I renovated it. 
This separate building is now 
fully equipped with five ELNA 
sewing machines, one JUKI 
overlock machine, a cutting 
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start-up. I attend meetings with 
their software engineers, and 
together, we design prototypes 
using e-textile. Shhhh ... I can’t 
tell you more yet. 

My atelier has already host-
ed two AAWE Environmental 
Task Force sewing workshops. I 
hope to have many more of my 
AAWE friends come to other 
creative events here.

Claudine  
www.atelierhappydays.fr
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